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France and, if possible, from Russia, more favourable
conditions to an understanding, and at our expense. . . .
Should peace be maintained, Austria will display her
gratitude for our friendly Federal feeling by keeping us to
our word with respect to the solidarity of German interests
in order to juggle the Customs' Union out of our hands.
If war break out, all the Guarantee Treaties she keeps in
her pocket will not prevent her from ranging herself,
promptly and decidedly, on the side affording her the
likeliest prospect of maintaining that supremacy in Germany
which she needs more than ever, now that she has taken to
Germanising-Centralisation.

" As there is no danger in sight, Austria cannot possibly
imagine that Prussia would feel disposed to join in a
Guarantee-Treaty just now ... In the year 1851 the
perils of an influx of revolution from France and Italy were
imminent, and a combination of Sovereigns against that
danger came to pass which naturally resulted in our Secret
Defensive Alliance of May 16, 1851. That situation could
only be reproduced were the French Empire to be over-
thrown. As long as that shall endure there will be no
question of keeping off the democrats, but only one of
Cabinet-Politics, in which Austria's interests do not corre-
spond to ours. A treaty for the defence of Austrian Italy,
concluded at the present moment, would only act as a
premature provocation to France and as a pretext for coolness
on the part of Russia towards us, which would be altogether
in Austria's interests; and the Vienna Cabinet would take
care to make the fact known in Paris and Petersburg, trans-
ferring the blame for any indiscretion to our shoulders.
But in everything which Austria has the desire or ability to
do without us she would not be restrained from action by a
Prussian, or German Guarantee-Treaty, even were it the